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Fij i – Key Facts and Figures

Historical Background:  1874 – Fiji proclaimed a British Colony
1970 – Fiji became Independent
1987 – Fiji became Republic

Latitude: 15 – 22 S; Longitude 174E – 177W; Area: 18,272 sq. km
Population: 827,900 (2007); Suva (Capital) – 85,000 (2007)

Rural – 406,814; Urban – 421,086
Est. annual rate of population growth: 1.2%
Total Fertility rate – 2.7(2000)
In 2002-03 about 34.4 percent living below the poverty line
Annual Growth Rate of GDP: 8.2%
Visitor Arrivals – 430,800 (2003) Tourist Earnings- F$638.8 million
Average Annual Rate of Inflation – 4.3 (2001)
Education – Net primary enrolment ratio – 92.9 (2003)
Dry season, May  - October (1125mm)
Cyclone Season (Wet season), November – April (1898mm)



Fij i – Key Facts and Figures

• 2005 UNDP Human Development Index (HDI) – Fiji stands at 
92nd out of 177

• Real GDP growth rate – 2.0 in 2000s 
• GDP per Capita F$ - 5,613 in 2000s
• Inflation Rate Average – 2.6 in 2000s
• 12% of the population (100,000 people) live in squatter 

settlements
• 2004/2005 Employment and Unemployment Survey – 10% of 

children aged 5-14 years were not attending school
• 66% of school dropouts are connected with poverty
• Life expectancy fell from 69.6 years in 2000 to 68.5 years in 

2005
• Unemployment Rate – 4.6 (2004-2005)



FIJI  IN THE PACIFIC



THE FIJI  ISLANDS



Natural Hazards That Affect Fij i

• Tropical Cyclone
• Flood
• Earthquake
• Tsunami
• Storm Surge
• Landslide
• River Bank/Coastal Erosion
• Drought



Major  Catchments – Flood Prone



Tropical Cyclone Track 1990 - 1999



Tropical Cyclone Track  2000 - 2003



Damages Caused By Natural Disasters



Suva Seawall damaged by the Tsunami 
(1953) Ear thquake Ms 6.6
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Hyogo Framework For  Action, 2005 – 2015: Current 
Status of Implementation in Fij i



A. Governance - Organizational, 
Institutional, Policy and Decision-Making 

Frameworks

1. Review of Natural 
Disaster Management 
Act and DISPLAN

2. Regional Framework  
for Action, 2005-2015

3. National Action Plan
4. National Disaster 

Committee
5. National Disaster 

Management Council



NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

CABINET

NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Mitigation &  Prevention Committee Emergency Committee

Preparedness Committee

Disaster  Controller
(Permanent Secretary)

Disaster  Coordinator
(Director  NDMO)

National Emergency
Operations Centre

Divisional DISMAC

Distr ict DISMAC

Community  Disaster
Management Committee

Disaster  Service L iaison 
Officers and NGO’s



Hurricane KatrinaRisk Reduction 

Baulevu LandslideCommunity Participation

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW: SIGNIFICANT FEATURES



Review of Natural Disaster  Management Act, 1998 and 
National Disaster  Management Plan 1995

Tasks completed after  2005
• Conducted two national and four  divisional workshops
• Policy Framework endorsed by Cabinet in February, 2006
• New disaster  r isk  management ar rangements (final draft)  and 

draft legislation (Bill) in place
• National Emergency Operation Centre SOP developed
• Conducted Tsunami Table Top Exercise



General Features of the new Disaster  Risk 
Management Arrangements

• Legislation to provide enabling mechanism for the 
Arrangements
• Arrangements are flexible and can be changed without 
having to amend the legislation
• All hazards focus
• Role of lead and support agencies
• Revised structure - Establishment of DRM Executive, 
Central Control Group and Village/Settlement Councils
• Greater involvement of the wider community



New DRM Arrangements Key Features – Disaster  
Risk Reduction

� Establishment of Risk Reduction Committee
� Requirement for a Hazard Mitigation Plan
� Requirement for a National Action Plan to adapt the 
Regional Framework for Action for DRM



Committee, Council &  Working Group 
Meetings

1. National Disaster Committee – Responsible for 
management of the PM’s Disaster Relief and 
Rehabilitation Fund.

2. National Disaster Management Council – Meets on 
quarterly basis

3. Preparedness Committee responsible for planning and 
coordinating the 2005, 2006 and 2007 National 
Disaster Awareness Week

4. Meeting of Working Groups – SERMP, Tsunami, 
Ration Scale Review, Early Warning System, 
Emergency Management Volunteer Service, Flood 
and Drought



Pacific Regional Framework For  Action, 2005 – 2015
(Endorsed by Cabinet – September  2005)



Development of National Action Plan

� To conduct meeting of partners involving 
potential donors, viz: SOPAC, UNDP, AusAID
and others to develop the National Action Plan

� AusAID assistance (A$250,000.00) on hold
� National Action Plan to include budget 

processes & identification of potential donors 
including government contribution

� Seek Cabinet endorsement once National Action 
Plan is in place



B. Knowledge, Information, Public 
Awareness and Education

1. Training Management System

2. Community Based Disaster Risk Management 
Training

3. Training Courses for Government, Private 
Sector and NGO Officials

4. Public Awareness Program

5. Disaster and Risk Management Training 
Advisory Committee (DARMTAC)



Achievement: Consolidated Training 
Management System

• Training Working Group 
assisted in delivery of 
training – IDM, IDA in 
country and also in the 
region

• Training Working Group 
involved in the 
development and review 
of training material 
including EOC forms



Nailega Youth Volunteer Training on Community Based 
Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM), November 2006



Community Capacity Building Training

Public Awareness

Community Based Disaster 
Risk Management (CBDRM)

Community Capacity Building 
Training



TAF/OFDA SPONSORSHIP

Program Manager , Kathy Hawley at a training workshop



Training Instructors reviewing group work



National Disaster Awareness Week
October 2006, Suva Grammar School Ground
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C. Analysis and Evaluation of Hazards, 
Vulnerabilities and Elements at Risk

Achievements

• Endorsement by 
M/Finance & National 
Planning

• Establishment of National 
Working Group

• Inclusion in National 
Strategic Development 
Plan, 2007-2015



Disaster Risk Reduction Integrated Into 
Development Planning and Budgetary Processes

• CHARM integrated into the Capital Budget (PSIP) 
template

• CHARM principles adopted by Government
• CHARM integrated into Ministry of Provincial 

Development Capital Budget Program Working 
Guide 

• CHARM training material developed – Instructor 
Guide and Participant Work Book

• Conducted CHARM Training of Trainers for MPD, 
FSM, Finance & National Planning and Tourism 
officials 



Outstanding Tasks

1. Conduct CHARM training of trainers

2. Develop Risk Management awareness material
3. Conduct CHARM awareness to development 

forums
4. Engagement of Consultant by National Planning 

Office to facilitate CHARM mainstreaming into 
sectoral policies, plans and programmes



Risk Assessment in Urban Centres

� Urban development 
planning lacks risk 
management input

� Suva Earthquake Risk 
Management Project 
(SERMP) is the pilot 
project 

� To adapt SERMP in 
other urban centres



River  Bank Erosion and Flooding Risk 
Reduction/Mitigation Projects

• Wainimala Integrated catchment study
• Nauluvatu Risk Management   
• Navua/DeubaRiver Basin Risk 
Management Study – EU project
• Flood Hazard Mapping – Suva/Nausori
corridor pilot project – No further 
progress from NZAID 



D. Planning for  Effective Preparedness, 
Response and Recovery

1. International and Regional Support Mechanism

2. Development of Hazard and Organizational 
Support Plans

3. PM’s Disaster Relief and Rehabilitation Fund
4. Construction of Purpose Built Center
5. Management of Emergency and Disaster 

Operations
6. Emergency Management Volunteer Service



International and Regional Suppor t Mechanism

1. International Search and Rescue Advisory Group 
(INSARAG) 

2. UN Damage Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) –
Fiji was represented in the UNDAC training in Seoul, 
Korea, September 2006

3. Urban Search And Rescue (USAR) 
4. UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(UNOCHA) - capacity building for UNDAC members
5. Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System – Fiji 

earmarked to setup Antenna Office for the region 
(GDACS)

6. UN Center for Regional Development (UNCRD) -
Sponsored School Earthquake Safety Project



International and Regional Suppor t 
Mechanism  Cont/d

7. International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 
(ISDR) – provided support to International Day 
for Disaster Reduction

8. TAF/OFDA Training Support

9. JICA assistance - community capacity building
10. SOPAC Regional Program of Assistance



Development of Disaster  Plans 

� Hazard Support Plan 
� Evacuation Plan 

� Agency Disaster Plan 
� Table Top & Field 

Exercise to test Plans



Development of Village Disaster Plan



PM’s Disaster  Relief and Rehabilitation Trust 
Fund

� Established in 2005 to deal with disaster relief 
and rehabilitation

� Managed by the National Disaster Committee
� An allocation of $5 million provided in the 

NDMO 2006, 2007 and 2008 Budgets respectively
� Fund to have an investment arm to make it self 

sustaining



Construction of Purpose Built Center  for  
NDMO

• Cabinet approved construction of a purpose built 
centre for NDMO

• Among other things, Centre to serve as the 
regional Global Disaster Alert and Coordination 
Centre (GDACS) Antenna Office



Management of Emergency &  Disaster  
Operations 

• EOC Upgrading – AusAID funded
• Installed HF Barrett radios in 22 of the 

24 Emergency Operation Centres
• Installed VHF radio system
• New Food Ration Scale and Relief 

Food Policy
• Cabinet approved establishment of 

Emergency Management Volunteer 
Service

• Conducted Table Top and Evacuation 
Exercise to test the tsunami response 
plan 



E. Effective, Integrated and People- Focused 
Early Warning System 



Fij i Meteorological Service (FMS) Natural Hazard 

Responsibilities
• Meteorological 

– Tropical Cyclones (Winds, Surge & Waves, and 
TC Related Rainfall/Flooding

– Heavy Swells generated by Deep Low Pressure 
Systems moving south of Fiji

– Non-TC Related Heavy Rainfall & associated
Flash Floods (River floods to be included in due 
course) 

• Others
– Early Warning for TSUNAMIS
– Early Warning for Specific River Basins
(Potential Centre for Multi-Hazard EWS)



EU FUNDED NAVUA FLOOD EARLY WARNING 
SYSTEM

Project Cost: F$150,000.00



Navua Gauge Network

• 3 river-level stations 
(1 existing at Nakavu, 
2 new at Sabata and 
Nabukalevu

• 6 rainfall stations 
giving catchment-wide 
coverage
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Flood Ear ly Warning - Outstanding Tasks

• Install telemetric stations & rain gauges
• Conduct community awareness
• Develop flood response plan
• Conduct table top/field exercise
• Install siren system
• Rewariver flood early warning upgrade project-

EU funding
• Nadi and BaFlood Early Warning system –

French Govt funding



Fiji Meteorological
ServicePacific Tsunami
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F. Reduction of Under lying Risk Factors

• Enforcement of Building 
Code

• Implementation of Suva 
Earthquake Risk 
Management Project 
(SERMP)

• SERMP as pilot project for 
Risk Assessment in Urban 
Centres



UNCRD Sponsored School Ear thquake 
Safety Project

• Technical team carried 
out engineering 
assessment in the 5 
pilot schools. 

• EU support sought  to 
undertake structural 
assessment & retrofit in 
all schools in Fiji as part 
of the EU-Fiji Education 
Sector project

• Project implementation 
ongoing
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Mahatma Gandhi Primary School BMS Vocational Kitchen

UNCRD School Retrofit Project – Pilot Schools



UNCRD Sponsored Projects

• Training Manual for rural carpenters developed

• To conduct training for rural carpenters in the country
• Three (3) disaster risk management training booklets 

for schools developed
• Integration of disaster risk reduction into the 

education curricula – piloted in six schools

• Disaster risk reduction integrated into 7 key learning 
areas of the National Curricula Framework




